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Pikas and their Environment

Worksheet 1: What do we know about pikas?

Topic 1a: Basic Life History
Research Team Name: _____________________________

1. What kind of animals are pikas’ closest relatives? __________________________

2. Are pikas rodents? ______________________ 

3. How many species of pikas are there in the world? _______ In N. America? ______

4. Name 2 countries where pikas live:

a. _______________________________

b. _______________________________

5. List 3 distinguishing features of pikas:

a. ______________________________________________________

b. ______________________________________________________

c. ______________________________________________________

6. How big are adult pikas? _______________________________________

7. What do pikas eat? ____________________________________________

8. Do pikas drink water? _________________________________________

9. Where do pikas live? __________________________________________

10. What is talus? ________________________________________________

Pikas and their Environment

Worksheet 1: What do we know about pikas?

Topic 1b: Behavior
Research Team Name: _____________________________

1. How many times a day does a pika fully fill its stomach? __________________________

2. What does coprophagic mean?

3. Why are pikas coprophagic?

4. What is a haypile?

5. What kinds of plants go in a haypile?

6. Why do pikas make short calls?

7. Do both sexes make long calls?

Pikas and their Environment

Worksheet 1: What do we know about pikas?

Topic 1c: Reproduction

Research Team Name: _____________________________

1. How old are pikas when they can first reproduce? ______________________

2. How old was the oldest a pika ever recorded? _____________________

3. Do pikas mate for life? ________________________

4. How many litters do female pikas have each year? ____________________

5. Do all litters survive? Why/why not?

6. How long is a pika pregnancy? ___________

7. What is a leveret?

8. When do leverets’ eyes open? _______________________

9. At what age are leverets kicked out of the nest? _______________________

10. What do juvenile pikas look for when they’re searching for a new territory?

11. Do pikas move territories every year?
Pikas and their Environment

Worksheet 1: What do we know about pikas?

Topic 1d: Ecology

Research Team Name: _____________________________

1. What temperature is too hot for pikas? ________________________
2. What temperature is too cold for pikas? _______________________

3. What can protect pikas from cold temperatures? How does it protect them?

4. In which Colorado life zones do pikas live?

5. What is the lowest elevation a pika can usually live in Colorado?

6. What is the lowest elevation a pika can usually live in Washington?

7. What are the predators of pikas?

8. What is the top predator of pikas, and why is it better than the others?
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